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PROPERTY BRIEF
$ 3 , 9 7 8 , 0 0 0  N E W     3 6 9  A C R E S     F A R M I N G T O N  ,  N E W  M E X I C O     S A N  J U A N  C O U N T Y 

Native American  
Culture Enthusiast

The Four Corners area has an 
incredible history and is home to 
some of the most astounding  
Native American sites. 

The Four Corners area has an incredible history and is home to some of the most 
astounding Native American sites. Dead center of these sites lies Farmington, New 
Mexico and adjacent to the city limits lies La Plata Cliffs. La Plata Cliffs offers a very 
unique opportunity for a visionary or Native American Culture enthusiast.

San Juan County New Mexico and the incorporated cities of Farmington, Aztec, 
and Bloomfield (Three Rivers area) are uniquely located in the geographic center of 
historically significant sites in the Four Corners Area of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and 
Colorado. The incredible ruins and cliff dwellings of the “Ancients” in the area were the 
homes of the ancestors of today’s Pueblo Indians who are now mostly concentrated in 
Pueblos along the Rio Grande River and its tributaries in north-central New Mexico and 
the Zuni in western New Mexico and Hopi in Arizona.

The mystic and cultural draw of New Mexico’s Land of Enchantment and towns like 
Santa Fe and Taos are intimately tied to the present-day descendants of the “Ancients” 
or Anasazi. However, there is nowhere that has made a complete connection between 
the “Ancients” and the present. This is where the opportunity of La Plata Cliffs becomes 
very unique.

La Plata Cliffs located just outside of Farmington is centered in the middle of 8 major 
national monuments and cultural heritage sites. 

•	 Mesa Verde National Park 
•	 Canyon of the Ancients National Monument 
•	 Hovenweep National Monument 
•	 Chaco Culture National Historical Park 
•	 Aztec Ruins National Monument 
•	 Salmon Ruins 
•	 Bandelier National Monument
•	 Canyon de Chelly National Monument





PROPERTY BRIEF
The sites are not only national attractions but international attractions. Travelers 
from around the world travel to see these wonders and often have to drive hours 
and hours to see them all.

The Three Rivers area is home to Farmington, Aztec, and Bloomfield and is a 
short drive from Durango, Colorado served by jet serviced Durango-La Plata 
County Airport. Farmington is the 6th largest city in New Mexico and with its 
location relative to the Four Corners Native American cultural sites, is uniquely 
positioned to become a cultural destination. Add in the additional desirability of 
being located in the middle of some of the best recreation and the possibilities 
are endless.

La Plata Cliffs offers an opportunity for a visionary to be in the forefront of that 
future. As part of the La Plata Cliffs offering of 369+/- acres (additional acreage 
can possibly be added bringing the total to around 400+/- acres) adjacent to 
the Farmington city limits and Glade Run Recreation Area, is Kokopelli’s Cave. 
Over 20 years ago the owner created their own hidden retreat by hydro drilling 
and blasting out an approximately 1,600 square foot cave that is 70 feet below 
the surface and has an entrance much like many of the cliff dwellings in the 
surrounding area. Kokopelli’s Cave is listed on National Geographic’s Top 10 
World’s Most Unusual Hotels.

The entrance to Kokopelli’s Cave is paved with flagstone and leads through a 
sliding glass door into a carpeted living area. The central pillar creates a free-
flowing design and acts to separate the individual living areas. The cave utilizes 
natural passive geothermal climate control and stays between 62 and 68 degrees 
Fahrenheit year-round.

There is a fireplace in the replica Kiva seating area, a dining area, pull out beds, 
and traditional seating. The bedroom flows off from the main room and has its 
own patio with views all the way to Shiprock as well. The bathroom is complete 
with a waterfall shower and hot tub.





PROPERTY BRIEF
Kokopelli’s Cave provides awe-inspiring views from the cliff face overlooking the La 
Plata River Valley to the west.

Kokopelli’s Cave is proof of concept of what could be developed on a large scale and 
become a major destination and attraction in itself.

La Plata Cliffs and Kokopelli’s Cave lie above the La Plata River Valley and a portion 
of La Plata Cliffs lies along the La Plata River 250 feet below the mesa. The geologic 
formation of La Plata Cliffs offers an opportunity for both above-ground structures 
such as cultural center/museum, amphitheater (think Red Rocks of the Four 
Corners), golf course (with one of the most amazing tee shots), and hotel as well 
as subterranean features such as a shopping mall, parking garage and more. A 
similar concept was successfully completed utilizing the limestone caverns left from 
quarrying limestone in Kansa City, Missouri. The Subtropolis is home to numerous 
businesses and is an attraction for the area. However, it lacks the location and ability 
to connect to historical sites and recreation that La Plata Cliffs has to offer.

It does not take a tremendous amount of imagination to visualize the cliff face 
above the La Plata River Valley being home to a complex comprised of cliff dwellings 
constructed with the input of local Native American tribes. The property is the site of 
several ancient pit houses along the cliffs. The newly constructed cliff dwellings could 
be part of a new subterranean hotel, shops, condos, and more. On top of the mesa, 
the resort would connect to the ancient Cliff Dwellings with above ground Pueblo-
style structures. The possibilities are endless. The owners have already begun some 
preliminary due diligence for development as well as preliminary conceptual design 
& development. There is also interest by the city. See attachments and photos for 
additional details.

Of course, this does not preclude a new owner from building their own private 
extremely unique residence compound if one so desired.

There is also a larger opportunity by combining McElmo Creek Guest Ranch (AKA 
Canyon of The Ancients Guest Ranch) which is also listed and offers over 1000 acres 
to the NW of Mesa Verde and just south of Canyon of the Ancients and includes 
ancient cliff dwellings and incredible guest facilities.





LOCATION
•	 Durango, Colorado – 1 hour
•	 Santa Fe, New Mexico – 3 hours
•	 Albuquerque, New Mexico – 2 hours 45 minutes 
•	 Farmington – 10 minutes 

Recreation
The abundance of recreation in the area is incredible. 
One can experience everything from world-class fly 
fishing and rafting to exploring incredible national 
monuments and historic sites. For explorers and 
hikers, there are hundreds of thousands of acres 
of BLM as well as hundreds of miles of trails in the 
national parks and monuments to explore.

The Four Corners is also a very popular area for off-
roading similar to Moab. It is host to the W.E. Rock 
(World Extreme Rock Crawling Series).





MAP
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CONTACT US

Call: (719) 257-3484

Email: john@ranchmarketers.com

Web: ranchmarketers.com

All units of measure and maps showing property 
boundaries are approximate. Buyer to verify to their own 
satisfaction.

This property is offered by John Hayter Inc, DBA Ranch 
Marketers. All information provided by Ranch Marketers 
or their sales representatives in connection with this 
property was acquired from sources deemed reliable 
and is believed to be accurate and reliable, however, 
we do not warrant its accuracy or completeness. Ranch 
Marketers recommends that every item of importance 
to the purchaser (i.e. water laws, mineral laws, zoning, 
land use regulations, state, federal and private permits) 
be independently verified by the purchaser and/or 
purchaser’s attorney.


